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The Spill with President Bill Farrell

We have several things to cover in this news-
letter, so let’s get started.

First, the club picnic went well and everyone
who attended seemed to have a great time. The on-
ly down side was the heat and the flies. I now
know why the club moved it to the second week in
October. I don’t know if | want to cook or freeze.
The membership will have to think about a date for
next year’s picnic. The location is just great and |
can’t think of another place along the main line
that would better.

Next, we have just finished the last photo con-
test of the year. I hope everyone has enjoyed get-
ting out and taking pictures of trains in action. Our
plan is to take the top three pictures from each con-
test and develop a club calendar for 2017. This cal-
endar will be available to the membership as well
to individuals on line. Jim Pearson said we might
make a little money on this project from the online
sales. I hope all our club members plan on pur-
chasing at least one calendar for the new year.

Third, in our September meeting we found out
that the liability insurance policy had tripled in cost.
I have been in touch with a company in Madi-
sonville who is supposed to give us a new quote.
With a little luck maybe we can get the cost of a
new policy down to something the club can manage.

Finally, we have nominations for our 2017 club
officers in the October meeting. We have many
qualified individuals in the membership who could
serve our organization well. Take a little time and
think of someone that might do a good job as an of-
ficer of our organization. The positions we are nom-
inating for are; President, Vice President, Sec/Treas.
and Officer at Large.

Until the meeting-- get out, enjoy the weather
and chase a train. Oh, and when you see Bill Thom-
as tell him he is doing a great job with the
“PennyRail” news letter.

Bill Farrell, President

Pickin' the Points

Opinions and Stories by Bill Thomas, Editor

g My middle child, Liam,
. is fast approaching the
#5 date he can take his
% driving test and have his
s own driver’s license - on
the road! It reminds me
of the day I turned 16! In
the great state of Georgia,
you got your learners license at 15, then you
could take your driving test upon your 16th
birthday or soon thereafter since the GA State

Patrol Examiner was in Ellijay only on
Wednesdays.
Most 16-year-olds made their first trips

“alone” to a friend’s house, the Dairy Queen, or
other spot where his peers would be impressed.
Not this one! Nope! Off to the “new line” |
went. About 30 miles west of my house was
L&N’s flat and straight route that replaced the
Hook & Eye line in 1916.

Still full of U-boats and a few Grey/Yellow
L&N paint schemes, the Family Lines’ more-
level route paralleling US 411 was a great stretch
to chase with a new Yashica SLR in a 1974

2

Pontiac Bonneville.

First was the drive straight to Etowah, TN,
division point, yard, and engine facility. Long I
had passed this huge wood-frame station and
facility in my parents car (now my car) on the way
to Gatlinburg, hoping for glimpses of anything
moving. Now, I could visit as long as I wanted.

Keep in mind, this was 1979, when most RR
workers welcomed you in for a tour if you showed
interest. The tour never materialized, but, crews
loved having their pictures made. After walking
around and getting some shots, it was time to head
back south. I caught a couple of freights on the
south ready tracks and for the next 60 miles or so,
got ahead of them, shot them in pre-determined
locations, then repeated the process.

If I can ever find the photo, I’ll scan and post
the one that almost got away. In a foolish attempt
to get one last shot on an overpass just south of
Chatsworth, GA, 1 climbed the north side
embankment, crossed the RR overpass on foot,
turned just in time to catch the southbound in low
throttle, gliding downhill, rounding the curve and
giving me short blasts as a warning. I got the shot
but probably gave the crew an anxious moment.
By then they’d seen me trackside 3 or 4 times.
They gave me a congratulatory thumbs up as they
rolled by. Sure miss those days.



Yates Center Kansas boasts "more hay
shipped from this point then any other town in
the United States!

"Buffalo Kansas, more ancient fire arms and
implements of war here then anyplace west of
Chicago; and, one of the largest brick plants in
the west"!

Next is "Neodesha Kansas, the one time home
of the Notorious Bender Family" and 3500 other
people in 1914. 2486 residents in 2010! Neodesha
was also "the largest oil refinery in the west,
using 60,000 barrels crude petroleum per day"!

There are two accounts of the name. One is
the Osage Indian meaning "where waters meet"
another meaning "muddy waters"!

"Cherokee Indians" tells about the Cherokee
Indians being the only Native Americans to have
"an alphabet of their own and a printed language
"1 As well as the only Indian Newspaper ever
printed!

I will continue this's synopsis next month.
If you are interested in reading the book, It is
available as an electronic file for purchase via
Amazon.

Rick Bivins.
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10 Tips for photographing trains

While this is by no means a compressive list of ways to photograph
trains, these ten tips will help get you started. I hope these will
provide you with some inspiration. If you just shoot a photo
carelessly you’ll get a careless snapshot. You need to bring
something of yourself to photo for it to be successful.

L

Capture Movement: Railroads are a moving industry. While at
times it’s a hurry-up and wait industry, you often will find trains
in motion. If you capture that movement in your photo it will add
drama to your photographs. To capture movement or motion in
your photos you’ll need a slow shutter speed and probably a
tripod. Shooting just before sunrise or after sunset will give you
the low light you’ll need to capture motion blur.

The Light: Usually the hour just after sunset or sunset are great to
photograph in, but great light can be found anytime day or night,
but these two hours are considered the best and predictable.

Photograph the cars: Of course everyone photographs the engines and cabooses, which are loud and
often colorful, however, most of the train consists of cars that can be colorful and large. Trains are
rolling canvases and many punks and malcontents, and the graffiti they leave behind can often be
interesting. Finding creative visuals among the spray paint can be rewarding.

Change your angle: Look for moments where you can photograph trains from different angles. Get high,
low and move around when shooting. Look for high vantage points such as overpasses, tunnels and
curves. This will add impact to your photos.

Be Contextual: Railroads provide a service for other industries. By capturing the industries, they serve,
you tell a much bigger story of what trains are about. While they’re big, they’re actually pretty small
compared to the large refineries, plants, etc., that generate the freight.

Photograph the infrastructure: Railroads need rails, signals and a host of other infrastructures in order to
operate. You can add interest to your pictures be capturing photos of these things such as switches, bolts,
couplers or rails.

Add human interest: People like seeing photos of people so look for opportunities to include them in
your pictures. This includes spectators and workers.

Sometimes less is more: Don’t think you always need trains in your photos! Tracks leading off into the
sunrise or sunset make for some great photos. Don’t pass on a good photo just because there’s no train.

Edit Creatively: Try inverting your photos, use creative filters, create multiple exposures and just play
around with your software to come up with creative compositions.

Use a different camera: It seems like everyone has a DSLR these days. They become better, cheaper and
smarter every year. However, sometimes they’re too clean and bland. Spend $20 and buy a Holga film
camera. Buy some camera apps for your phone that provide creative options, such as Hipstamatic,
Painteresque or Plastic Bullet, just to name a few.

Remember, you have to be creative. You have to think about what you’re creating and somehow give
that a voice. There are really no rules and the camera really makes no difference. There’s only you, the
one that does the creating! It the person behind the camera that “Makes’ the photo and that’s you!
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First Place, Bill Grady - With the Top Brass on board, NS #950 arrives about 5:30 in the afternoon after an all day trip
from St. Louis. Shown here arriving at the North End of NS's Youngstown Yard (Louisville). Tomorrow the #950
will run like a scalded dog to Knoxville, Tennessee. Shot made on October 4, 2016.

gl

Second Place, Bill
Grady - L&N 411
makes it way South
towards New Haven,
KY on the L&N
Lebanon Branch. This
is now part of the
Kentucky Railway
Museum. Taken at
Holton Valley Road on
October 1, 2016.




Third Place Rick Bivins - West end of P&L's West Yard complex, in Madisonville, Ky looking east into the rising

sun.

Train Rides on the Hoosier Southern (ex-Southern) Tell City, IN to Lincoln City, IN during the Fall
0f 2016

The Scenic Lincoln Way is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to welcoming tourists to the historic land of
President Abraham Lincoln's childhood in Spencer and Perry Counties in Southern Indiana. This is over the Hoosier
Southern (ex-Southern) Tell City, Indiana branch east of Evansville, Indiana.

Past events have traveled west out of Tell City to approximately Troy, Indiana. The September trip should be from

Tell City to Lincoln City (most of the route). Suspect equipment is borrowed from the nearby City of Jasper and/or Indiana
Railway Museum.

2016 Excursion Train Rides
October 2016—Fall and Zombie-themed rides. Details coming soon!
December 2016—Holiday Excursions—Details coming soon!
Visit http://www.sceniclincolnway.org/events.html
Submitted by Don Clayton



Minutes Summary of September 2016 Meeting Treasurer’s Report September 2016 Meeting

Wally Watts, Secretary/Treasurer Wally Watts, Secretary/Treasurer

e MINUTES: Beginning Balance 1795.82
e Minutes approved of August meeting. Income: 00.00
e Treasurer’s report approved from August Raffle

meeting. Bal 1795.82
e Old Business: photo contest discussed and aance - X

suggested 1st to 8th of the month. Crofton Expenses (liability ins) 396.00

Picnic and fail fanning set for September 24. Balance 1199 82

Meeting at mall for our Christmas display set for

September 22. Display probably in mid -

December. Bill and Blair set October 8 for rail Ending Balance 1199.82
fanning at Hopkinsville depot.  They will

provide refreshments. Membership 3
e New Business: Sour Christmas party discussed Nat Members Added

and possible date of December 3. Steve Miller Nat Members Deleted

invited us to his house for the affair. Nomination Chapter-only Members Added

of officers set for October meeting. Election in Chapter-only Members Deleted

November. Ending Membership 33

e Director's Report: The convention will be in
Nashville next year.

e Next meeting is October 17, at 7pm, location
to be announced. Refreshments by Steve
Miller. No sign up for program yet.

Members Present:
Wally Watts

Betty Knight
Donny Knight

Wallace Henderson R =T —
Thomas Bryan 3
Will Kling 3\
Blair Terry
William Ferrell
Jim Pearson
Bob McCracken

Steve Miller : Ha ”:i?:‘gbu rg
Rick Hane
Tom Steiner
Rick Bivins
Bill Thomas
Joe Thomas
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EMy budidy/saw Thomas the Tank Engine, ‘

getting Kidnapped/earlier.thiS mMorning s Ss==




TIMETABLE #110

FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF RAILFANS ONLY

®  October 17 - Monthly meeting at
Hopkins Co. Government Center, 56 N.

Main St., Madisonville
®  October 29-30 - Train Robbery & Mm mw

Halloween Weekend at KY Railway S —

Museum,
e Saturday, November 5, 7PM - F C’:‘e b O O k P a g e

Clayton/Watts Open House
® November 19 - Mystery Theatre at

KY Railway Museum west kentucky chapter of the national railway historical society
e November 21 - Monthly meeting

If you know of regional events we can
put on the Timetable, please forward
those to me,
bill@fbcmadisonville.com.

National Railway Historical Society

PENNYRAIL” is your ] AS RAILFANS WE ARE OFTEN www.nrhs.com
publication. If you have]l AT TRACKSIDE AND IN Railway Preservation News
photographs or other material of E(l\)/[SEII{IC%\IQCY TO COI\(I)I})BISTEI%\I\]IE Kent V;’(WVI;-T}iPH-Ofl%i

istorical i entucky Railway Museum
Chapter members, your editor RAILROAD SAFETY OR Indiana Railway Museum and French
’ SECURITY. KEEP THESE Lick Scenic Railway

would appreciate hearing from}] NUMBERS HANDY TO REPORT

.indi il .
you. Your material will receive] INCIDENTS. i B R Histerionl Sociote

Ilinois RR Historical Society

the best of care while being] BNSF 800-832-5452 http://icrrhistorical.org/
readied for publication. Your] CNIC 800-465-9239 Illinois Railway Museum
help is appreciated. I(\:IEX Sggig?g;gg www.irm.org/
Bill Thomas, editor UP 28 8- %7 7' D67 Tennessee Central
. . . = = R 'l M
bill@fbcmadisonville.com Amirak 800-331-0008 allway Museum

www.tcry.org/

VISIT THE CHAPTER WEB SITE: http://www.westkentuckynrhs.org

PENNYRAIL

% Bill Thomas, Editor
1025 Lakewood Drive
Madisonville, KY 42431




